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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PERI  CAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1971 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ashton-in-Makerf.ield 
Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  96th  Annual  Report  on 
•the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1971. 

As  in  previous  years  it  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with 
instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Introduction. 

The  district  is  bounded  by  the  Urban  Districts  of  Abram,  Bil'linge, 
Golbome  and  Haydock  and  the  County  Boroughs  of  Wigan  and  St.  Helens, 

Geologically  the  area  is  of  coal  and  red  sandstone  and  is  approxi- 
mately 6,265  acres. 


Social  Conditions. 

The  population  at  the  1971  census  was  26,260  and  is  no w 26,470 
(mid-197l),  the  density  of  population  being  4. 22  per  acre. 

Coal  mining  has  practically  ceased  but  some  light  industry  has  moved  into 
the  district.  Agriculture,  textile  weaving,  rayon  and  iron  and  steel 
manufacture  give  employment  to  many  of  the  population  but  there  is  still  a 
need  for  additional  industry  to  be  introduced  into  the  area. 

The  rateable  value  of  property  in  the  Urban  District  is  £714,000 
arid  a penny  Rate  yields  £6,868. 

The  District  is  part  of  No.  8 Division  of  the . Lancashire  County 
Council  who  organise  Child  Welfare,  Ante-Natal  and  School  Clinics. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics 

No.  of  Sessions  104 


No.  of  Individual  Children  attended  and 


born  in  

1 070 

1966-69 

273 

385 

372 

No.  of  attendances  at  ages  

0 

1- 

1,020 

2 -4  incl, 
251 

5,106 

Garswood  Clinic 

No.  of  Sessions  25 

No.  of  Individual  Children  attended  and 

born  in  .......  1971 

— 84 

\ 


1970  1966-69 


S’  O 

GO 
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Sanitary  Circumstances, 

The  Makerfield  Water  Board  supervise  the  distribution  of  water, 
obtained  from  boreholes  at  the  Board’s  Lightshaw  works,  together  with 
water  purchased  from  Liverpool  Corporation.  The  Board  reported  the 
taking  of  94  v/ater  samples  in  the  district  and  found  them  all  to  be  bacteric 
cally  satisfactory. 

A test  for  plumbo  solvency  carried  out  on  water  stood  in  consumers’ 
lead  pipes  over  night  was  within  the  limits  laid  down  in  European  Standards 
for  Drinking  Water  published  by  the  World  Health  Organisation. 

The  number  of  houses  now  on  the  water-carriage  disposal  system 
is  9,023.  House  refuse  is  collected  in  approximately  10,100  bins  and 
disposed  of  by  Controlled  Tipping. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Estimated  mid-year  home  population  26,470 

Comparability  factors:  Births  0.90 

Deaths  1.23 


Live  Births 

Legitimate  . 
Illegitimate 
Total  


Male 

291 

7 

298 


Still  Births 

. Legitimate  * 7 

Illegitimate  NIL 

Total  7 

Deaths  - infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Legitimate  3 

Illegitimate NIL 

Total  3 

Deaths  - Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age. 

Legitimate  ............... 3 

Illegitimate  .......................  NIL 

Total  3 

Deaths  - Infants  under  one  week  of  age 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  NIL 

Total  2 

Deaths  - all  ages  141 


Death  Rate s al  1_ Ages  per  1.000  Estimated  Population 

Crude  ra-te  ....... ...... .........  9 8 

Adjusted  rate 12.1 

Live  Birth  Rates  per  1,000  estimated  population' 

Crude  rate...,. 21.4 

Adjusted  rate 19*3 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ..  19.0 


Female 

259 

10 

269 


4 

NIL 

4 


2 

NIL 

2 


2 

NIL 

2 


2 

NIL 

2 

119 
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Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births ......  NIL 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  9 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...........  9 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rates  per  1,000  live 

births  7 

; 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  ..........  26 
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Infcctious  Disease 


There  was  no  epidemic  disease  during  the  year. 

Cases  notified 


Scarlet  Fever  45 

Whooping  Cough  ........  9 

Measles 140 

Tuberculosis  - 

repiratory  . » , , . 1 

Tuberculosis  - 

other  1 

Infective  Jaundice  ....  6 

Food  Poisoning 2 


Immunisations  and  Vaccinations 


Children  protected  against: 
(Under  1 6 years  of  age) 


Primary 

Re-inf orcement 

Diphtheria  

595 

454 

Who oping  Cough  

571 

70 

Tetanus  

598 

456 

Poliomyelitis  

599 

445 

Measles 

370 

NIL 

Rubella 

433 

NIL 

Smallpox  > * c * e e e 

250 

9 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  assistance  and 
co-operation  received  from  the  Officers  of  the  Council  and  particularly 
to  Mr.  Burrows,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  unfailing 
support . 


I also  respectfully  wish  to  offer  to  Members  of  the  Council 
my  appreciation  for  the  courtesy  and  encouragement  given  to  me  at  all 
times. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 


P.  LEE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


-I 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

I 1971 


I Public  Health  Department, 

I Town  Hall, 

/ j ASHTON- IN  -1L4KERFIELL . 

To_  tbe  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ashton-ln-Makerfield 
Urban  District  Council . 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  twenty-fourth  Annual  Report 
giving  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  during  the  year  ended  the  31st  December,  1971* 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  dwellings  erected  in 
the  area  due  to  the  relaxation  by  the  Mersey  and  heaver  River  Authorities 
on  the  restrictions  imposed  previously  due  to  the  lack  of  sewage  purification 
facilities.  The  progress  in  the  completion  of  Council  dwellings  was  again 
delayed  although  the  145  unit  scheme  on  the  Low  Bank  Road  Estate  were 
completed  together  with  26  units  of  accommodation  in  the  183  unit  scheme. 

The  number  of  applications  received  for  Standard  Improvement 
Grants  aga.in  increased  and  for  the  first  time  exceeded  the  100  mark  both 
for  applications  and  completions.  The  contribution  to  the  standard  of  the 
district's  housing  stock  due  to  the  implementation  of  the  Acts  dealing 
with  improvement  grants  has  been  considerable  and  gives  a feeling  of  satisfac- 
tion each  time  a dwelling  is  improved. 

The  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  has  continued, 
but  in  many  instances  applicants  make  false  statements  and  a considerable 
amount  of  time  is  wasted  dealing  with  the  complicated  procedures  required 
by  the  Act,  It  will  be  noted  that  although  19  applications  vie  re  made  only 
2 certificates  were  issued* 


Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 


Total  Inspections  made  for  all  purposes  9,033 

No.  of  premises  visited  6,321 

Nuisances  discovered  1,773 

Nuisances  abated  1,644 

Visits  re  infectious  disease  20 

Re-visits  re  infectious  disease  16 

Visits  co  factories  62 

Visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or 

exposed  for  sale  4H 

Visits  to  Food  Delivery  Vehicles  ..................  72 

Food  Factory  .....................................  136 

Visits  to  dairies  .................................  27 

Visits  to  Shops  (Shops  and  Public  Health  Acts)  ....  407 

Notices  served  (Preliminary)  ......................  584 

Notices  served  (Statutory)  20 

Legal  Proceedings  4 

Court  Abatement  Orders  mad.e  .......................  NIL 

Letters  sent  1,409 


Description  of  Nuisances  dealt  with 


Defective  and  damp  walls  46 

roofs  4O 

eaves  gutters  and  rain-water  pipes  ......  34 

floors  33 
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Defective  sinks  . 

wastepipes 

plasterwork  ...... 

windows  . 

doors  and  frames  

chimneys  and  stacks  

ventilating  shafts  

paving  in  yards  and  passages  . . . 
Animals  and  poultry  improperly  kept  ....... 

Defective  w.c.  cisterns 

w.  c.  basins 

w.c.  supply  pipes  

w.c.  structures 

Choked  or  defective  drains  and  drainage 

systems  

Water  under  floors  

Accumulation  of  refuse,  etc.  

Foul  Odours  

Filthy  or  verminous  premises  

Insufficient  water  supplies  

Insufficient  lighting  

Noise  Nuisances  

Clean  Air  Act  Infringements 

Abandoned  vehicles  

Miscellaneous 


35 

33 

27 

16 

12 

6 

7 

19 

8 

12 

6 

392 

5 

67 

5 

21 

12 

7 

19 

15 

5 

73 


Total 


989 


Housing  and  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

Twenty-three  families  involving  69  persons  were  rehoused  by  the 
Council  from  houses  on  which  either  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  had  been  mad 
and  from  Clearance  Areas.  Thirty-one  houses  were  demolished  and  six  closed 
and  eleven  houses  were  represented  to  the  Council  as  being  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  incapable  of  being  repaired  at  reasonable  expense. 


Housing  Statistics. 


1.  Number  of  dwellings  erected  during  the  year:- 


Houses 

Bungalows 

Flats 

(1) 

By 

the  local  authority  

45 

4 

16 

(11) 

By 

other  local  authorities  ,. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(111) 

By 

other  bodies  or  persons  ». 

138 

7 

NIL 

Number 

of 

Council-owned  dwellings  at 

end  of  the 

year  . . . 

2,036 

To 

6 

a 

1 


3. 


Inspections  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts). 
Includes  Slum  Clearance  Survey  under 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
Circular  2/60 


Houses 


902 


(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal 
made  for  the  purpose  


1,137 
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(c)  Humber  of  dwel ling-houses  in  (a)  above  Houses 

found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
fox-  human  habitation  but  capable  of  being 
rendered  fit  , 308 

(2)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  existing  at 

end  of  year  which  were  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  not  capable  at  reasonable 
expense  of  being  rendered  fit  and  in 
respect  of  which  - 


(a)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders  have 

been  made,  (At  any  time)  40 

(b)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders  have 

not  yet  been  made  ....... I64 


4.  Houses  demolished: - 
In  Clearance  Areas 


Houses  Displaced  during  year 

Demolished  Persons  Families 


(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation.  18 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement , etc.  

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 
Sec.  43  (2),  Housing  Act  1957  ... 

Hot  in  Clearance  Areas 

As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17  (l) 

Housing  Act,  1957  ...............  13 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses 

certified  unfit  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  -r 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken  under 
local  Acts  ...................... 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  unfitness 
Orders  .......................... 

(8)  Other  reasons  development,  etc,  5 
5 . Unfit  Houses  Closed : - 

(1)  Under  Sections  1.6  (4),  17  (l)  and 

35  (l),  Housing  Act  1957  ........  6 

(2)  Under  Sections  17  (3),  ana  26, 

Housing  Act , 1957  ............... 

(3)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 
Section  18,  Housing  Act  1957  ... 


13  5 


41  13 


15 


~1C~ 


6,  Unfit  Houses  made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which  Defects  were 
Remedied: - 


7. 


(1)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

(2)  After  formal  notice  under  (a)  Fublic 
Health  Acts  (b)  Sections  9 and  16, 
Housing  Act  1957  ...................... 

(3)  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act  1957  .... 


Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use  (Housing  Act,  1957) 
Position  at  end  of  year:- 

(1)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

Number 


By  Local 

ivner 

Authority  ■ 

10 

NIL 

14 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Number 

of  separate 

dwellin 

gs  contained 

of  Houses  in  column  (l) 


(a)  Under  Section  48  ........... 

(b)  Under  Section  17  (2)  ...... 

(c)  Under  Section  48  ........... 


(2)  Licensed  for  temporary 

occupation  under  Sections 

34  or  53  

8.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement:™ 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other 
than  those  included  in  confirmed 
Clearance  Orders  or  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders,  purchased  during 
the  year  ..........  


Number  of  houses 


5 • Housing  Financial  Provisions  Act  1958 . 

House  Purch ase  and  Housing  Act  1959 . 

Housing  Acts  I96I,  1964",  1969 

Improvement  grants, 

Action  during  year:-  Private  bodies  Local 

or  individuals  Authori ty 

(a)  Submitted  by  private  individuals 

to  local  authority  3 

(b)  Approved  by  local  authority  ....... 


(c)  Submitted  Dy  local  authority  to 

Ministry  

(d)  Finally  approved  by  Ministry  ...... 

( e)  Work  completed  ..........  

(f)  Additional  separate  dwellings 

included  in  (c)  above  

(g)  Any  other  action  under  the  Acts:  NIL 
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10,  Standard  Grants 


No.  of  dwellings  or  pother 
buil dings  affected 


(a)  Applications  submitted  to  local 


authority  for  improvement  to 

full  standard  110 

(b)  Applications  approved  by  local 
authority  for  improvement  to 

reduced  standard  Nil 


(c)  Total  applications  approved  by 

local  authority  for  improvements 


to : 

(l)  full  standard  , . . c 99 

(ii)  reduced  standard  Nil 

(d)  Work  completed  ...... . ...  104 


The  total  number  of  d¥/ellings  improved  since  1959  is  724  whilst  the 
total  number  of  completed  installations  exceeded  the  100  mark  for  the  first 

time  in  1971* 

The  amenities  provided  were:- 


Fixed  baths  78 

Showers  5 

Wash  Hand  basins  ....................  92 

Hot  Water  supply  ....................  82 

Y/ater  Closets  within  dwellings  ......  89 

Food  Stores  

Sinks  14 


Rent  Act,  1957* 

There  v/ere  no  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  or  any 
undertakings  to  carry  out  repairs  during  the  year. 


Housing  Act,  1969 

Qualif ic ation  Certi.fica.tes. 

Provision  is  made  in  the  above  Act  for  landlords  to  make  application 
to  Local  Authorities  for  Qualification  Certificates  in  respect  of  dwellings 
subject  to  controlled  tenancies.  When  a property  is  in  good  repair  and  is 
provided  with  all  the  standard  amenities  the  Local  Authorities  are 
empowered  to  issue  a Qualification  Certificate, 

Provision  is  also  ma.de  in  the  Act  for  dealing  with  dwellings  not 
already  provided  with  the  standard  amenities,  but  application  must  be 
made  to  the  Local  Authority  for  a.  Qualification  Certificate  before  any 
work  to  supply  lacking  amenities  is  commenced. 

Following  compliance  with  the  legal  requirements  of  the  Housing  Act 
1969,  contained  in  Section  43  to  57 » a landlord  is  entitled  to  a fair 
rent  which  is  assessed  by  the  Rent  Officer. 

Considerable  work  is  involved  in  carrying  out  physical  inspections  of 
properties  and  in  ensuring  that  the  correct  procedure  is  adhered  to  in  the 
serving  of  notices  and  necessary  letters.  In  many  instances  wrong  statements 
are  made  by  landlords  and  agents  which  makes  the  procedure  more  complicated. 
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Details  of  applications  are  listed  below: - 
Qualification  Certificates, 


Applications 

10 


Qualification  Certificates  Issued 
1 


Combined  Standard  Grant  and  Qua.lif  1 cation  Certificates 


Applications 


9 


Provisional.  Certificates 
of  Approval  Issued 

5 


Qualification 

Certificates 

Issued 

1 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  and  Pood  Premises, 


All  premises  where  food  is  prepaired,  stored  and  sold  for  human 
consumption  received  constant  supervision  and.  content  is  maintained,  as 
far  as  is  possible  with  employees  engaged  in  the  retail  food  trade  to 
educate  and  to  instill  in  them  the  need  for  high  standards  of  hygiene. 


Stall-holders  on  the  market  are  constantly  reminded  of  the 
necessity  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  regulations  governing 
the  sale  of  food  and  twenty-one  warnings  were  given  to  stall-holders 
and  food  handlers.  Five  hundred  and  forty-seven  visits  were  made  to 
food  premises  including  the  inspection  of  seventy-two  food  delivery  and 
hawkers'  vehicles. 


Food  Factory. 


One  hundred  and  thirty-six  visits  were  made  to  the  food  factory 
and,  although  every  endeavour  is  made  by  the  occupier  to  ensure  that  the 
meat  is  dealt  with  in  a hygienic  manner,  there  can  be  no  relaxation  in 
the  inspections  and  supervision.  The  meat  and  offals  are  delivered  to 
school  kitchens  over  a wide  area  and,  in  addition,  many  hotels  and 
catering  establishments  also  obtain  meat  from  this  factory.  Twenty- 
one  samples  of  canned  food  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  the  details  of  the  results  are  as  follows;- 


8 tins  Beef  Steaks, 

7 tins  Steak  and  Kidney. 
1 tin  Pork  Sausages. 

1 tin  Pork  Sausages, 

2 tins  Beef  Burgers 
2 tins  Ham  Burgers. 


Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsat i sf ac t ory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory. 


Wholesale  Cold  Storage  Warehouse. 

These  premises  used  for  the  storage  of  various  types  of  foods 
cover  an  area  of  approximately  52 ,000  square  feet  and  have  a capacity 
of  1%  million  cubic  feet.  The  food  is  stored  at  a temperature  around 
38°  F.  and  is  used  by  numerous  food  manufacturers  and  dealers.  Fifty- 
two  container  consignments  were  examined  after  arrival  from  the  various 
Port  Health  Authorities  who  notify  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the 
approximate  time  of  delivery  of  the  food  to  the  container  depots. 


Type  of  Business. 


General  Grocers  and  provision  dealers 

Greengrocers  and.  fruiterers  (including  those 

selling  wet  fish,  game,  etc.)  14 

Fishmongers  (including  those  selling  poultry,  game 

etc,  ) 8 

Meat  shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked  and 
preserved  meats,  tripe,  etc.)  


* 0 • t 


25 
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No. 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners  , , . 8 

Fried  Fish  shops  15 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery, 

miners,! s,  ice-cream,  etc  ..........................  32 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  restaurants, 
cafes,  snack  bars  and  similar  catering 

establishments  75 

Others  7 


The  following  table  gives  the  type  and  number  of  premises 
registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
(Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Acts,  1938  and  1968. 

Sale  of  Ice-Cream 55 

Manufacturers  of  Cooked  Meat  and  Sausages  ...........  15 

Storage  of  Meat  sold  from  vehicles  ............  .....  9 

Storage  of  Fish  sold  from  vehicles  ..................  9 

Storage  of  Fruit  and  vegetables  sold  from 

vehicles 12 

Food  Condemned. 


91  lbs.  12  ozs.  Ham 

22  lbs.  16  ozs.  Pork  Shoulder. 

1 lb.  Boiled  Han, 

34  lbs.  Silverside 

25  lbs.  7 ozs.  Corned  Beef. 

64  lbs.  Mutton. 

2 lbs.  7 ozs.  Pork  and  Ham. 

7 ozs.  Luncheon  Meat. 

10  lbs.  Loin. 

6 lbs.  Ox  Tongue. 

30  lbs.  Shoulder  Steak, 

7 lbs.  Fine  Coconut. 

3 large  Chicken  Pies. 

14  small  Chicken  Pies. 

17  small  Meat  and  Potato e Pies, 

6 small  Chicken  and  Mushroom  Casseroles. 
13  large  Steak  and  Kidney  Pies, 

9 small  Steak  and  Kidney  Pies, 

3 small  Chicken  and  Ham  Pies. 

7 Roast  Chicken  Dinners. 

6 Artie  Rolls. 

13  pkts.  Trifle. 

4 Dairy  Cream  Sponges. 

4 Chocolate  Sponges, 

5 Fruit  and  Malt  Cakes, 

1  Cherry  Fruit  Cake, 

1 tin  Grapefruit  Juice. 

2 tins  Strawberries. 

13  tins  Grapefruit. 

93  tins  Peas, 

17  tins  Apricots, 

7 tins  Oranges. 

11  tins  Fruit  Cocktail. 

16  tins  Evaporated  Milk, 

64  tins  Tomatoes. 

19  tins  Peaches. 

21  tins  Beans. 

2 tills  Beef  Steak. 

8 tins  Dairy  Cream. 

18  tins  Pears. 

5  tins  Salmon. 

3 tins  Milk  Pudding. 


1 tin  Minced  Steak, 

1 tin  Lamb  Tongues, 

6 tins  Pineapple  Cubes, 

14  tins  Blackcurrant  Pie  Filling. 

3 tins  New  Potatoes, 

1 tin  Meat  and  Gravy. 

1 tin  Minced  Beef  and.  Onions. 

4 tins  Tongue. 

8 tins  Rice. 

2 tins  Minced  Beef. 

10  tins  Carrots. 

80  tins  Steak  and  Kidney. 

4 tins  Soup. 

1 tin  Hot  Dogs. 

1 tin  Stewed  Steak. 

1 tin  Apple  Pie  Filling. 

1 tin  Turkey. 

3 tins  Spaghetti, 

2 pkts.  Peas. 

5 pkts.  Cheese  Slices. 

34  pkts  Steak  Cods. 

12  pkts  Hake. 

25  pkts.  Fork  Burgers, 

35  pkts.  Beef  Burgers  & Onions. 

17  pkts.  Savoury  Rissoles. 

18  pkts.  Salmon  Fish  Cakes. 

40  pkts.  Cheese. 

14  pkts.  Haddock  Steaks. 

13  pkts  Plaice. 

13  pkts  Beefburgers  with  Cheese. 

15  pkts  Stealclets. 

12  pkts  Sliced  Beef  in  Gravy. 

43  pkts  Fuff  Pastry. 

62  pkts  Fish  Fingers. 

12  pkts  Cod  Fillets. 

8 pkts  Beans. 

31  pkts  Ice  Cream. 

1 pkt.  Haddock  Fillets. 

12  pkts  Plaice  Fillets. 

7 pkts  Shepherds  Pie. 

16  pkts  Fish  Cakes. 

13  pkts  Smoked  Haddock. 
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72  pkts.  Prawn  Cocktail. 

3 pkts.  Country  Rissoles, 
31  pkts.  Haddock  Portions. 
20  pkts.  Kipper  Fillets. 

4 pktsf  Onions. 

14  pkts  Rissoles. 

24  pkts  Chicken  Rissoles, 


12  pkts.  Turkey  Pies. 

24  pkts.  Crispy  Cod  Fries. 
11  pkts  Cod  Fish  Cakes. 

9 pkts.  Cod  in  Batter. 

37  pkts  Cod  Steaks. 

114  pkts.  Mousse. 

1 pkt.  Flo\.ir. 


Milk  and  Dairies. 

There  are  three  dairy  farms  producing  milk  within  the  district 
in  addition  to  six  registered  dairies. 


Visits  have  Been  paid  to  all  these  premises  in  addition  to 
shops  from  which  milk  is  sold.  The  results  of  milk  samples  taken  are 
as  follows :- 


Biological  Test  (Tuberculosis)  20 

Negative  20 

Positive  NIL 

Void NIL 


Phosphatase  Test  27 

Satisfactory  ..............  27 

Unsatisfactory NIL 

Methylene  Blue  Test  27 

Satisfactory  21 

Unsatisfactory  ...............  6 

Turbidity  Test  20 

Satisfactory  20 

Unsatisfactory  NIL 


Brucellosis. 


Ring  Test 

Negative  34 

Positive  2 

No  Result  2 

Culture  Test 

Negative  2 

Positive  NIL 

Biological  Test 

Negative  NIL 

Positive  NIL 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  No.  3 Order  is 
operative  in  the  Urban  District  and  only  designated  milk  may  be  sold  in 
sealed  bottles  or  containers. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  sixty  premises  registered  under  Sections  11.5  and  116 
of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act 
1938  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

The  sole  manufacturer  of  heat-treated  ice-cream  within  the  district 
maintains  a high  standard  of  cleanliness  throughout  production  and  during 
the  sale  of  ice-cream  products  from  his  fleet  of  vehicles. 

His  premises  and  operating  vehicles  are  frequently  inspected  and 
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the  liquid  mix  and  final  ice-cream  products  are  regularly  sampled. 

Thirty-two  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  the  results  being 
as  follows;- 

/ 

/ Produced  Produced 

I outside  district  within  district 


Provi sional 

Grade 

1 ..... 

14 

11 

Provisional 

Grade 

II  .... 

2 

3 

Provisional 

Grade 

Ill 

- 

2 

Provi sional 

Grade 

IV  .... 

NIL 

NIL 

Ice  Lollies 


Twenty-one  lolly  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  test, 
the  results  being  as  follows; - 

20  samples  ...  Satisfactory. 

1 sample  Unsatisfactory. 

| 

Licensed  Premises. 


Within  the  area  there  are  29  public  houses,  7 out-door  licences 
and  17  clubs.  The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  satisfactory  and 
during  the  year  modernising  schemes  have  progressed. 

All  these  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  any  infringe- 
ments of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act  were  dealt  with  as  required. 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951» 

There  is  only  one  shop  licensed  for  the  keeping  and  sale  of  pets. 

The  occupier  is  fully  aware  of  the  requirements  of  the  Act;  his  premises 
are  well  maintained  and  there  have  been  no  contraventions. 

Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts . 

There  are  38  licensed  petroleum  storage  premises  within  the  district 
for  which  fees  amounting  to  £149 • 00  have  been,  paid.  New  installations  were 
tested  and  inspected,  the  recommended  pressure  tests  being  applied. 

Pub  1 i c _C  1 e an  s i ng , 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  efficiency  of  the  refuse  collection 
and  disposal  service  has  been  maintained  and  the  weekly  collection  of  refuse 
continued  excent  during  holiday  periods. 

The  number  of  plastic  bins  issued  in  lieu  of  the  galvanised  iron 
dustbins  has  increased  and  this  has  contributed  to  the  smooth  running  of 
the  collection  service.  The  present  trend  in  the  packaging  of  materials 
has  had  a marked  impact  on  the  amount  of  domestic  refuse  to  be  collected 
and  if  this  continues  it  may  become  necessary  for  even  longer  dustbins  to 
be  used. 

Although  the  Council  provide  a free  collection  of  bulky  refuse  upon 
request,  the  disgraceful  practice  of  depositing  rubbish  in  any  accessible 
place  has  continued  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  take  any  action  against 
the  offenders. 

The  following  vehicles  are  in  use  by  the  department;- 
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Five  Salvage  Trailers, 

1 Bray  530  Mechanical  Shovel. 

1 Box  Type  Refuse  Collection  Van, 

1 Box  Type  Salvage  Van, 

2 19/60  cubic  yard  Musketeer  Comuression  Loaders, 

1 18/25  cubic  yard  Ramillies  Compression  Loader. 

1 18/24  cubic  yard  capacity  Commer  Compression  Loader, 

1 18  cubic  yard  capacity  Dual  Tip  rear  loading  Karri er. 


Dustbin  Provision  Scheme. 


The  Municipal  Dustbin  Scheme  is  operated  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  75/3  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  145  Bins  were  delivered 

to  new  dwellings,  whilst  703  were  issued  to  rerla.ce  defective  bins  at 
other  premises. 


Salvage  of  Waste  Paper, 

The  amount  of  wwaste  rarer  collected  and  disposed  of  was  4^0.28 
tonnes.  The  income  from  the  sale  amounted  to  £4,949.29. 


Trade  Refuse, 

A charge  of  2 up  re r bin  per  week  is  made  for  the  collection  of 
refuse  from  trade  premises.  The  sum  of  £214.16  was  received  for  this 
service. 


Statistics 


Number  of  pail  closets  at  end  of  1970  (approximately) 

Less  number  converted  

Less  number  demolished  


r e 9 © c 6 6 ' 


Total  number  of  pail  closets  at  end  of  1971 

Number  of  water  closets  at  end  of  1970  (approximately) 
including  troughs  and  waste  water  , 

Number  of  conversions  (4  troughs  and  3 rails)  

Number  of  fresh  water  closets  at  new  dwellings 

Number  of  extra  water  closets  erected 

Number  of  water  closets  demolished 

Number  of  water  closets  at  end  of  1971 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  included  above 

Number  of  movable  dustbins  at  end  of  1970  (aporox. ) . 

Number  of  new  dwellings  

Bins  provided  at  other  premises  

Number  of  bins  at  properties  demolished  and  closed  .. 
Number  of  movable  a.shbins  at  31st  December,  1971  .... 


41 

NIL 

NIL 

41 

10,262 

NIL 

253 

70 

10,592 

42 


10.100 


Civic  Amenities  Act  1967 


As  mentioned  previously  in  the  report  the  free  collection  of 
bully  refuse  from  domestic  premises  is  operated  and  during  1973,  1,478 
collections  were  made  uron  reouest.  Tt  was  also  necessary  to  make  weekly 
collections  from  compounds  and  other  places  where  refuse  had  been  deposited 

Four  abandoned  motor  vehicles  were  removed  after  the  necessary 
legal  procedures  had  been  complied  with. 
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Factories  Acts  1937  fnd  19 6 1 

Number  of  factories  on  register:  180 

Inspections 


With  mechanical  power  ..... 

130 

127 

Without  mechanical  power  , . . 

41 

88 

Other  premises  (not 

outworkers) » 

9 

11 

Written 

1 

5 

Nil 


180 


226 


6 


Defects  Pound 


Insufficient  and  unsuitable  closet 
accommodation  e...,...,...,,.,.,,* 


<;©<?«?€<? 


Want  of  cleanliness  , , . . . 

Totals 


Pound 

5 

6 

11 


Remedied 

4 

6 

10 


Registered  Premises. 


veer 

tooecoeo^ocoe  9 6c069C9*C6CCcor99C 

t**«eeoe<see*e#*t€*t69eet><>c*<€‘eeece 
cct's-osQOctc-t'CC’focveceoccc-efo&Koe- 

o o * o f‘*  • o « o « e is  « i < c • * o 
9909909009 

€9*949  0 *c-ec«9Ci>ee«e-et>0O*t‘ce6Qce 
0 0t9990e909co*or«ooo6cecc*ce€eoe 
009006  0090  C609609C60C600 


Cates  and  Snack  Bars 

Bakers  and  confectioners . . 

Plumbers 
Builders 

Motor  and  cycle  repairer 
Smiths 
Painters 

Clothing  manufacturers 
Wholesale  Warehouses 
Lock  and  hinge  manufacturers 
Lau.nd.ri  e s 
Printers 

Dental  mechanics 
Cabinet  makers  and  Upholsterers. # . 
Mineral  water  manufacturers  and  bottlers 
Ice-cream  manu f ac t ur e r s 
Sausage  makers  ........ 

Scrap  metal  dealers 
Demolition  contractors 
Cotton  weavers  ....... 

Boot,  shoe  repairer’s  . 

Gas-holders 
Electricians 

Agricultural  machinery  repairers 
Saw  mills  » . 

Pood  Factory 
General  Engineering 


t e 
€ 6 6 C € O 
CC  C (■  c t 


t>  9 o * c oeseocoe 
e 9 c f 9 » c o e c o © a 
0 9 9 0 ffCCtferCC 


• 9990099999999099 
Q G 9 *0990  6 9 0 9 0 9 9 9 C 
09090  09c .e€006C<?00 

6oeoee><*ec  or  c&99»cec'0‘mccc€-  & € 

e t c t c 9 < 6«9eo*99*669Goe9ceee 

*99999 

<990»*9ecce  o & 9 e 00GC996C’9&Q99C‘ 

O 099  GOBOOe  9 C 99  9 9099  C-099CC99C- 

€ 0-0  9999099909696909 


*90 

9>  C 9 
* <F  6 
6 CO 

COO 

c c e 

9 0 C 
9 9 6 
€ 9 C 
© 9 <? 
© 9 G 

c c o 

9 0 0 

c © d> 
0 0 9 

9 e o 
c c c 

COG 
6 9 0 
0*0 
C * c 

0 0 9 
C 9 C 

too 

COG 
O 6 C 
0 9 9 


3 

8 

37 

21 

23 

1 

11 

2 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

11 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

14 

2 

5 

1 

13 

158 


Section  JL10 

There  were  eleven  outworkers  resident  in  the  district  employed  by 
a firm  carrying  on  business  outside  this  area. 

Other  Matters. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
Notified  by  II. M.  Inspector  of  Factories .......... 


10 
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Clean  Air  Acts  1956/1958 

lTo  pro-cress  was  made  during1  the  year  in  connection  with  the 
implementation  of  the  pro  nosed  smoke  control  area  in  the  South  V/ard. 

The  nr.rr~.cl  duties  assoo^ ~ted  with  tcios'hfiuc  lution 
continued  "but  there  has  "been  little  oynoe  for  complaint.  Contact 
has  been  maintained  with  factory  managers  wbn  have  co-operated  at  all  times. 

Twelve  notices  were  received  from  persons  intending  to  install 
furnaces  having  a heating  capacity  of  more  than  55*000  B.T.U.  » s ner  hour, 
but  I am  of  the  oninion  that  man'''-  cases  ere  not  notified. 

Car  ay  an  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 

Movable  Dwellings. 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  within  the  District  but  vacant 
plots  of  land  were  occupied  for  very  limited  periods  by  occimiers  of 
movable  dwellings.  In  all  cases  it  was  necessary  for  the  vacated  sites  to 
be  cleared  of  discarded  materials. 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection . 

Visits,  were  made  to  all  notified  cases  of  snecified  infectious 
diseases  and.  disinfections  were  carried  out  as  necessary.  Twenty  houses 
were  disinfected  during  the  year. 


I)  is  inf  estat  i on 

The  number  and  type  of  infestation  dealt  with  was  as  follows: - 
Council  houses 64  Other  houses 78 


The  houses  were  treated  for 

the 

following  infestations  • - 

Cockroaches  » * * e * * © #•««©©«> 

22 

3.  IS  • ©©•©#©#©©#«  © «*  € « c © © 

1 

Bugs  

8 

Plaster  Beetle  

1 

Flies  .................... 

3 

Vi negar  Flv  ............. 

1 — i 

Earv/i  •«.  » « © © « © <»  «-©•<*•  « « c © 

2 

Clovermite 

1 CM 

k)3-  3.  VGr.fi  sh.  e«#©*eeoe©«*### 

CC 

Ant s 

80 

FI  ea.s  Tt. ........ 

? 

Wasns 

5 

Bodylice  © • « • c «-©©©«*•  coc*© 

2 

BeehXos  ©««••©  ©<•**>*©©© 

1 

Bees  ..................... 

1 

Disinfestation  is  carried  exit  as  necessary  prior  to  the  rehousing 
of  persons  in  Council  dwellings. 


Rodent  Con trol . 

There  was  no  relaxation  in  this  most  essential  work  and  the  rodent 
operator  gave  attention  to  all  complaints  received  and  in  addition,  continued 
to  search  the  district  for  signs  of  infestations. 

The  sewers,  sewage  works,  refuse  disposal  sites  and  all  other  local 
authority  properties  were  treated  during  the  year.  There  was  a considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  premises  infested  with  rats  but  the  mouse  infestation 
were  lower  in  number. 

The  annual  report  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  I 
and  Food  is  as  follows: - 
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Tywe  of  Property 

IT  on-Agri  cul  tural  Agri  cultur  al 


1.  Number  of  properties  in  district  10,034  53 

2,  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  fol lowing 


not.ifi cation 

466 

22 

(b) 

Number  infested,  by  (i)  Rats 

382 

13 

(ii)  Mice 

84 

9 

3,  (a) 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or 

mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

131 

12 

(b) 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rags 

17 

6 

(ii)  Mice 

22 

2 

Agriculture , ( Safety,  Health  and  Welfare 

Provisions)  Act, 

1036 

Forty- two  visits  were  made  to  the  agricultural  units  throughout  the 
district  to  ensure  that  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences 
together  with  an  adequate  water  supply  were  provided* 


Offices,  Shoos  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  196.3, 

The  inspections  of  premises  registered under  this  Act  was  continued 
to  ensure  that  the  safety  and  welfare  of  employees  in  Offices  and  Shops 
was  safeguarded. 

No  notifications  of  accidents  were  received  but  it  is  probable  that 
notification  as  required  by  Section  11  has  not  been  adhered  to* 


The  following  information  is  taken  from  the  Annual  Rewort  made  to 
the  Minister  of  Labour  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  60  of 
the  Act, 


. No.  of  Registered  No*  of 
Premises  at  end  persons  in 

of  -year  such  prei  i ses 


Oil  ICeS 

16 

64 

Retail  slices  €■**»(>(>  * c * & c o e & c-  & 

70 

233 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  .**, 

2 

18 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  canteens 

18 

65 

Fuel  storage  depots  *.,,.***,**. 

NIL 

NIL 

TO  Cal  e 0 * e e>  e e g e «•  e © 

105 

371 

Males:  134 

Females:  237 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 


of  general  inspections  carried  out 

of  visits  of  all  kinds  made  

of  letters  sent  re  contraventions 

of  exemptions  granted  * 

of  prosecutions  , 
of  accidents  reported 


91 

124 

10 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 


’Public  Conveniences 


The  public  conveniences  are  well  maintained  by  the  attendants, 
but  as  in  previous  years,  maliciouq  damage  to  fixtures  and  fittings  was 
still  evident. 


Noise  Abatement  Act . _ I960, 

During  the  year  five  complaints  of  alleged  noise  nuisances  were 
received  and  investigated,  and  21  visits  were  necessary  before  a solution 
was  effected. 

Hairdressers  and  ‘Barbers. 

Hygiene  in  hairdressing  establishments  is  controlled  by  Bye-laws 
maxle  in  December,  1962,  There  are  23  such  premises  within  the  district  and 
62  visits  and  inspections  were  made.  The  general  standard  of  this  type  of 
business  is  satisfactory. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Ac.tr  I964  - Section  6 

There  are  two  dealers  in  scrap  metal  registered  with  the  local 
authority.  Trading  records  and  invoices  relating  to  purchases  and  sales 
of  scrap  metal  are  examined  periodically  and  close  contact  is  made  with 
the  local  ‘Police  Force, 

Food  and  Drugs  Act , 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  supplied  the  following 
details  of  samples  taken  by  County  Sampling  Officers.  The  County  Council 
is  the  Authority  responsible  for  the  sampling  of  food  and  drugs  within  the 
district. 


A total  of  78  samples  was  obtained  comprising  56  milks  (9  of  which 
were  Channel  Islands  Milk)  and  22  others  as  follows 


1 Apple  Pie. 

1 Ice  Cream. 

1 Choc  Ices. 

2 Ice  Lollies. 

1 Chocolate  Coated  Ice  Lollies, 
1 Brea,d. 

1 Beef  Sausage, 

1 Pork  Sausage. 

1 Dried  Onions, 

1 Mixed  Vegetables, 


I give  below  details  of  those 
gave  adverse  reports:- 


1 Sausage  Polls. 

1 Beefburgers  Frozen. 

1 Hamburgers  with  Onions  & Gravy  1 
canned. 

1 Dairy  Cream. 

1 Custard  Tart. 

1 Steak  and  Kidney  'Pie,  uncooked. 

1 Scotch  Boned  Khoper s. 

1 Corned  Beef  canned. 

1 Meat  Pie. 

2 Phenoxymethyl  Penicillin  Capsules 
samoles  on  which  the  County  Analyst 


Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Action  Taken 

Apple  Pie 

Contained  three  cat  hears  measuring  25 
millimetres,  12  millimetres  and  6 
millimetres  respectively. 

Dealt  with  1 
informally, j 

Informal  Milk 

Fat  Content  2.80 
Deficient  6.6^b  fat. 

Producer 
informed,  a 

Ice  Lollies 

Label  bore  no  name  and  address  of 
raanuf  ac turer , 

Manuf act  urel 
advised. 

Ice  Lollies 

Inadequate  labelling  i.e.  contained 
chocolate  without  the  constituents 
aroeari r r i u t ’•■*<?  1 1 rt  er  ingre^i  rr*to 
Contrary  to  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order 
1953  para . 'i  f p i fty.li  and  the  La.bellina* 
of  Food  Regulations  1970  Regulation  5 (ii) 
provision  (b) 

Manufacturer 

communicated 

with. 

Sample 

Bread 


Result  of  Analysts 

Sample  contained  0,47  gramme  of  shredded 
cardboard  (pressed  between  slices) 
resembling  card  from  a former  on  which 
paper  is  wound. 


Act i on  taken 

Complainant  i nformed 
and  bakery  cautioned 


Pork  Sausage 


Meat  Pie 


Contained  260  parts  T)er  million  sulphite 
preservative  (expressed,  as  sulphur 
dioxide)  without  declaration* 

Contained  a single  part  animal  hair 
measuring  approximately  an  inch  in  length. 
Absence  of  pigment  and.  tip  or  root  made 
it  impossible  to  decide  whether  it  was 
pork  or  beef  hair,  but  it  was  one  of  the 
two . 


Vend-or  interviewed 
and  cautioned.. 


Complainant  informed 


In  conclusion  I must  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  co-operation  during  the  year,  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for 
ready  assistance  given  at  all  times,  and  to  all  other  colleagues  in  the  Council's 
service  for  help  and  friendly  co-operation. 


Yours  faithfully, 
F.  BURROWS, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


